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Swiss Hotel Films



Chapter Four

The Swiss Hotel Film
Roland-Frangois Lack

Pour Daniel Schmid (1941-2006)

The recent closure of the Grand Hétel de Locarno-Muralto was a blow to the
international prestige of Swiss hotel-keeping, and also to Swiss film culture.
When it opened in 1874, it was the first of its kind in Ticino and. like most of
the grand hotels then proliferating elsewhere in Switzerland, became a draw
for international celebrities. Already a part of History. as site of the 1925
Locarno Conference, the hotel became part of cinema history in August 1946
as first home of the Locarno Film Festival, premiering Rome Open City and
accommodating Ava Gardner. It has remained the glamorous heart of the Fes-
tival: for a certain kind of visitor to Switzerland. it is the Swiss film hotel.!

Under four headings (*Grand Hotels™, “Tourists”, “Locals” and “The Swiss
Hotel Film®), this essay explores several comparable conjunctions of Swit-
zerland, cinema and hdreflerie (Figure 4.1). The hotels featured cover the
range identified by Henry James in 1879: “from the ‘grand hotel’ of the
newest fashion, with a chalk-white front, a hundred balconies, and a dozen
flags Mying from its roof to the little Swiss peasion of an elder day” (James
1988, 47), plus a variety of twenticth-century additions, from glass and steel
high-rise hotels to concrete, low-rise motels. The films range from 18905’
documentary views of Geneva, both visitor and local, through eighty or so
twentieth-century fictions, by both outsiders (including Mélies, Hitchcock,
Lang, Bergman, Sirk, Disney, Bogdanovich, Eastwood and Chabrol) and in-
siders (especially Tanner, Soutter and Godard), to several Swiss-hotel-related
films made this century, including Plattner's Les petites coulenrs (2001),
Signumll's Necturne (2004), both Swiss, Rai's Asambhayv (India 2004) and
Sorrentino's Consequences of Love (Italy 2005),
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Swiss Hotel Typology

Type: Images + Text

Source: Travel sites (https://www.my-
switzerland.com; https://swiss-histor-
ic-hotels.ch), Film locations

l

ChatGPT
Prompt: write a 5@-word description
of the category: (<ALPINE>,

<HISTORIC>, <LUXURY>) hotels, compiling
ithe information found in the descriptions
of these hotels:

Content: Text descriptions

_I_

Midjourney

Command: Blend
Content: Images of each space (e.qg.
room, bathroom, terrace)

_|_
Stylistic Collage

Task: Interpret common elements and ty-
pologies, create a sample collage of

materials and objects

% Human Interpretation

Reviews of Beau-Rivage

Type: Text

Source: Tripadvisor, Google Reviews,
Youtube, Instagram (hotel account, tags,
post and Reels commments)

I

Grouping by Space

Task: Identify most repeated words,
create categories (<ROOM>, <BATHROOM>,
<BED>, <TERRACE>, <LOBBY>),

<VIEW>,
group reviews into category

|

ChatGPT

Prompt: write a 150-word description o
a (<ROOM>, <BATHROOM>, <VIEWs>,
<BED>, <TERRACE>, <LOBBY>) located at
the Beau-Rivage Geneve, based on the
following reviews:

Content: Category reviews

o

Result: TEXT DESCRIPTION

............................. T .............................

Midjourney

Command: Blend
Content: Image + Text; Image + Collage

Command: Imagine

Prom

description:

pt: collage of following this

--sref <SAMPLE COLLAGE>

[ —

Result: TYPOLOGY IMAGE
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Result: TYPOLOGY COLLAGE
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Nowhere are the stars brighter and the sunrises more
spectacular than on the Pilatus Kulm. So close to
Lucerne, yet an entirely different world. The historic
mountain hotel Pilatus Kulm**** was built in 1890
and completely renovated in 2010, It has 27 Superior
double rooms and 3 Junior Suites, all with breath-
taking views of the Alps. There are a further 20
Standard double rooms at the Hotel Bellevue***. The
state-of-the art meeting rooms of the Pilatus
Business Center are bright and airy and best suit for
events on 2132 meters above sea level. Put the icing
on your mountain experience with a cosy dinner and
be woken gently next morning by the fantastic
sunrise.The mountain hotels Pilatus-Kulm**** and
Bellevue*** are located on the summit of Lucerne's
local mountain at 2132 meters (7000 feets) above
sea level. You can travel to the top of the mountain
either from Alpnachstad with the world's steepest
cograilway in 30 minutes or from Kriens / Lucerne by
gondola. Both valley stations are easy to reachvia
the motorway.
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The room was comfortable, spacious, elegant, well-appointed and
exceptionally clean. The hotel is luxurious in every way, from the lig
to the carpeting to the wall and window treatments, and accessorig

Small enough to be intimate, yet large enough to provide any and ev
service one could need or imagine, we sincerely felt that we had a
in Geneva, so much so that we truly did not wanno'_l{}:alve“. Our 4th
Junior Suite was very spacious and extremely comfo.zable

26
The room we had was very comfortable and quiet
27
the facilities provided in the room are super luxurious, and spacious,
had the rooftop junior suite
28
the rooms are thoughtfully laid out

29
Foyer, walk-in closet, very spacious bathroom with dressing table

30
We were initially assigned an unrenovated room ... The reom was a
absolute disgrace, with a musty smell, creaky floors, faded carpet,
tired, dated furnishings. This was not even a three star quality room,
31 | alone the five stars which the property claims.
The rooms itself are very clean

32
Penthouse suite was bi-level with large dining room

33
All rooms offered modern fixtures and furniture and were quite co.
comfortable

The rooms and the furnishings are opulent and classic. the jacuzzi, hammam in the bathroom
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