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META POYA 
transhumance principle 

relation between altitude and seasons

 

THE WINTER 
DANCE

Inspired by the balls held at 
the time to celebrate the re-
turn of summer and weigh 
the milk before going up to 
the mountain pastures, they 
organized a winter ball to 
celebrate the end of the hot 
weather. They invited those 
who had stayed despite eve-
rything, and turned on the 
cable car lights to announce 
the event.

FOOD TRANSPORT 

There’s no more snow, the ski 
is forever over and the tourists 
have left since ages. Everyone 
has left. They use the cable 
car as a means of transport 
between the production site 
and their house. They don’t 
want to take the risk of slee-
ping in the village because of 
the flooding, they have to go 
higher than the Sarine. 

THE GREAT MOVE
L’INALPE

The snow soon melted com-
pletely. It’s starting to get 
warm again. They are pre-
paring, as they do every year, 
for the big departure to their 
summer house on the moun-
tain pasture. The nights there 
are cooler. How hot will it get 
this summer? Anyway, they 
take the cows with them and 
make the cheese all day long.

SUMMER HARVEST

As farmers did in the past for 
hay, they have to go down to 
the village almost every day to 
look after the crops. They use 
the cable car and the chair lift 
to reach the greenhouse and 
bring the crops back in the 
evening. Their life is made up 
of seasonal and daily transhu-
mance.

THE RETURN OF «L’OI-

SEAU»

The mysterious object that 
disappeared is back. They 
use it to transport the cheese 
from their summer house to 
the to the impressive cellar at 
l’Etivaz. In fact nothing has 
changed. They take care of 
the cows. They make the tra-
ditional cheese up there. All 
summer long as it’s supposed 
to be.

THE SECOND GREAT 

MOVE LA DÉSALPE

Summer is coming to an end, 
and the snow could return at 
any moment, so they don’t 
want to be surprised. For the 
second time of the year, they 
are packing their bags to 
return to their house at La 
Braye. They’re happy to be 
back super close to their belo-
ved cable car, synonymous of 
seasonal changes and falling 
temperatures. 

PRODUCTION SITE

WINTER HOUSE

SUMMER HOUSE
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rainwater collection gutter

platform lift on pulley system

retractable staircase
counterweight system

cable car wheels

cow stall extension

cable car access platform

opening roof
for greenhouse ventilation

facade with ventilation openings

planters for herbs

rainwater collection channel

rainwater collection gutter
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open-ground planting

opening roof
for greenhouse ventilation

planters for vegetables

rainwater distribution to
greenhouse

rainwater tank

rainwater filter

rainwater distribution to
fountain and drinking cows troughs

chain-mounted haylift

rainwater collection gutter

platform lift on pulley system

retractable staircase
counterweight system

food transport by cablecar

vegetable preparation and storage

planters for herbs

cable car wheels

rainwater collection channel

cow stall with water troughs
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living unit U�
�-� people

opening roof for ventilation of U�

solar panels

mechanical blind

room units U�
� person

pivoting doors

appropriating small rooms
 linked to units U�

furniture storage with extension
chairlift rails

chairlift rails

common kitchen

common terrace

large swing door
with counterweight
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 roof with solar panels

chairlift

common laundry

retractable stairs

rail-mounted furniture rack
depending on the use of the
ballroom

room unit U�
� person

living unit U�
�-� people

living unit U�
�-� people

living unit U�
�-� people

wind turbine

 food transport

modular wall

 common bathroom

large swing door
with counterweight

appropriating small rooms
 linked to units U�

large swing door
with counterweight

Praz Perron – Mid station
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first floor
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 roof with solar panels

chairlift

food storage on rails

retractable stairs

rail-mounted furniture rack
depending on the use of the
ballroom

ballroom and
chairlift garage
common-use space

common kitchen

living unit U�
�-� people

living unit U�
�-� people

living unit U�
�-� people

wind turbine

 food transport

modular wall

fireplace

 Praz Perron – Mid station
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 retractable balcony
for winter closing

living unit U�
�-� people

Etivaz cheese-making fireplace

 roof with solar panels

wind turbine

pivoting copper pot

platform lift on pulley system
for cheese

cow stall with water troughs

La Montagnette – Arrival station
section �.���e
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wind turbine

 pivoting shutters for winter closing

 retractable balcony
for winter closing

living unit U�
�-� people

modular wall

Etivaz cheese-making fireplace

chairlift

living unit U�
�-� people

room unit U�
� person

retractable balcony
for winter closing

 roof with solar panels

La Montagnette – Arrival station
plan �.���e

first floor

E

Marie Schild




